THE DARK AGES
at the mercy of his master; the man is a negro slave,
worse off than the negro by many degrees. . . . Sheer
hunger abode with the Scots miner in 1877. Wages
were two shillings and sixpence to three shillings a
day for two and three days a week, and the Fife and
Clackmannan miners were locked-out altogether for
six months rather than submit to a ten per cent
reduction. ... In 1840 children of eleven years
worked from 5 a.m. to 5 p.m. A girl, Ellison Jack,
of Loanhead Colliery, began at the age of eight to
work from 2 a.m. till I p.m. or 2 p.m. " I go to bed
at six to be ready for work next morning. I have had
the strap when I didna do my bidding. I am very
glad when my task is wrought as it sair fatigues."
. . . The pit bottoms are like common sewers, slush
and water, with an inclination of one in three, and
along these common sewers the women, half-naked,
crawl on hands and knees, harnessed like horses to
their bogies of coals; little boys, aged four or five,
sit all day in the darkness at the trap-doors, cold and
shivering, begging for a candle-end for light; . . .*
These   quotations   are  taken  from  Mr   Thomas
Johnston's History of the Working Classes in Scotland, a
very valuable and extremely unpleasant book.   It is,
indeed, not so much a book as a literary machine-gun.
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